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Fans  lor  Army  Hospitals* 

LETTER  FROM  DR.  MACGOWAN. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Macgowan  has 
been  received  by  Dr.  Bellows : 

“  Washington,  D.  C.,  March  21, 1835. 

“  H.  W.  Bellows ,  D.  J).y  President  of  the  United 

States  Sanitary  Commission  : 

“ Fev.  and  Dear  Sir:  So  varied  are  the  func- 
t'ons  which  are  performed  by  the  United  States 
Samtaiy  Commission,  tbat  those  who  have  plans 
for  promoting  the  comfort  of  disabled  soldiers 
naturally  submit  them  to  your  association  tor 
trial.  To  the  consideration  of  a  proposal  having 
that  end  in  view,  I  have  the  honor  of  inviting 
yonr  attention. 

“  The  waim  season  is  approaching  When  mos- 
qnito  netting  is  lesorted  to  in  our  hospitals  for 
protecting  patients  from  the  annoyance  of  those 
enemies  of  repose.  Bat  there  are  times  the  net¬ 
ting  almost  stifles  the  sufferer,  who,  it  may  be, 
is  in  special  need  of  a  current  of  fresh  air.  He 
needs  not  only  a  contrivance  which  shall  keep 
mosquitoes  away  by  night,  but  which  shall  con¬ 
stantly  ward  off  from  his  wound  the  attacks  of 
flies.  These  objects,  together  with  fresh  air,  are 
obtainable  easily  enough  by  having  relays  of  at¬ 
tendants  for  tanning  the  patient.  But  no  hospital, 
public  or  private,  can  command  the  requisite  num¬ 
ber  of  attendants.  The  end  can  be  attained,  how¬ 
ever,  by  a  very  simple  contrivance— -by  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  a  Punkah  from  the  ceding  of  a  ward, 
having  a  palm  leaf  fan,  or  merely  a  handkerchief 
waving  gently  over  each  bed.  If  properly  con¬ 
structed  a  single  attendant  can  fan  the  entire  side 
of  a  ward— say  forty  beds.  As  in  some  cases  fan¬ 
ning  might  hot  be  allowable,  and  in  all  the  opera¬ 
tion  would  require  temporary  suspension,  the  fans 
should  be  easily  removable  at  pleasure.  The 
labor  of  drawing  the  punkahs  could  be  performed 
by  men  who  have  been  deprived  of  an  arm  or  a 
leg,  although  it  is  likely  that  when  the  attention 
of  our  inventors  is  called  to  the  subject  we  shall 
have  plans  for  accomplishing  the  object  by  a  sim¬ 
ple  and  noiseless  piece  of  machinery.  It  was 
superfluous  to  undertake  to  show  the  need  that 
exists  lor  some  such  contrivance.  Any  one  who 
has  been  In  a  hospital  on  a  summer’s  day,  either 
as  patient  or  visitor,  will  admit  that  this  is  a  de¬ 
sideratum,  and  such  is  the  ingenuity  of  our  coun¬ 
trymen,  that  you  have  only  to  make  known  the 
want  and  you  shall  surely  have  it  supplied.  Now 
for  my  proposal :  offer  an  honorarium  for  the  best 
contrivance  for  fanning  a  long  row  of  beds, 
to  be  tested  in  the  nearest  military  hospital  to 
your  headquarters,  and  my  word  for  it  we  shall 
scon  have  a  contrivance  which  in  all  future  time 
will  be  considered  an  indispensable  part  of  hos¬ 
pital  appliances.  Be  prompt,  that  the  thousands 
who  are  destined  soon  to  be  prostrated  by  fever, 
or  suppurating  wounds,  may  have  their  sufferings 
meliorated  by  salicinary  zephyrs,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

“  Most  respectfully  submitted, 

“D.  J.  Macgowan.” 


